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Dance City Professional Commissions 2015-2016
Commission Briefs
Deadline extended to 12 noon Thursday 6 November

Working in partnership is a priority for Dance City.  As well as creating more opportunities for artists and increasing the available funding and resources available for new work.  Developing new work embeds dance in a wider programme of festivals and events across the region. Our 2015-2016 commissioning programme offers two commissions, one in partnership with Stockton International Riverside Festival and the other with Theatre Hullabaloo as well as more opportunities for artists/ creators to make and perform work at Dance City.

Commission Strand 1

Stockton International Riverside Festival 
Funding: up to £5,000 SIRF & £5,000 Dance City
Dance City wants to encourage regional artists to work in new and exciting spaces.  Working outdoors allows us to take dance to new locations and new audiences, many of whom may not have attended a dance performance before. It offers the opportunity for artists to expand their skills and develop their understanding and ability to present work outside of the black box of a theatre.  Working with SIRF, we can support creators to present dance in a new context.
Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF) is a well-established outdoor arts and street theatre festival and one of the finest in the UK.  2015 will be the 28th edition of the Festival. SIRF is organised by Stockton Borough Council and is one of Arts Council England’s National Portfolio Organisations 2015-2018. 

SIRF has built its international reputation on commissioning new work, presenting premieres of shows and creative collaborations with artists, companies and other festivals in the UK and internationally. SIRF’s programme is different every year and the event is known for its uniqueness in presenting original shows that have not yet been seen anywhere else in the country. Unpredictable, vibrant, spectacular, challenging, moving, beautiful, transformative; these are emotive words that describe SIRF’s programmes over the years.
SIRF can justifiably call itself an international and culturally diverse event with increased involvement of deaf, disabled and minority ethnic performers and community participants in recent years.  The Festival will continue to bring together performers and visitors from all over the world to share our similarities and celebrate our differences. 

For SIRF 2015 we will be working in partnership with Dance City to co-commission a dance artist/ company to create a small scale innovative and ambitious dance work for outdoors spaces to be performed in Stockton town centre as part of SIRF15.  We are particularly keen to encourage and support dance artists who may not have had previous experience of creating work specifically for presenting outdoors.

The festival will take place from 30th July to 2nd August and the programme run from 12noon to 11pm each day. Venues vary from hard standing sites in the town centre to green space parks.  Things to consider when developing your idea for outdoors:

We are looking for a small scale work of around 20 to 30 minutes in duration for an audience of around 500 people. It will be performed 2 to 3 times a day.

Will it be site specific or suitable for playing on a variety of settings?
Will your idea be suitable for daytime and/ or after dark presentation?  The dynamics of the audience will change; daytime will bring more family based audiences and after dark more adult audiences.  

Site visits can be arranged for artists before submitting proposals if desired. Contact: patricia.stead@dancecity.co.uk
Commission strand 2
Past, Present, Future 10 x 10 shorts

Commission fund 10 x £1500

In 2015 Dance City celebrates the 10 year anniversary of being in its purpose built home in Newcastle.  To mark this anniversary Dance City will be hosting a festival of dance shorts in October 2015 called Dance Edits.  We are commissioning 10 new short pieces of work which will be performed at this festival, with the expectation that the artists will be able to develop opportunities for the work beyond this festival. 

Applicants should:

· be either living and/ or working in the North East or have lived or worked in the North East in the past.  
· have a current or past connection with Dance City.  
In addition:

· the commissioning opportunity is open to 3rd year students in the region who are studying dance, choreography or creative work that has a dance context. 

· the work should be no more than 10 minutes in duration.
Commission strand 3

Theatre Hullabaloo
Details launched November 2015 and available at www.dancecity.co.uk
Dance City Commission application guidance notes


[image: image1.jpg]