THIS WAY UP
NATIONAL TOURS BY NORTH EAST ARTISTS

Produced by The Empty Space and Dance City with generous support from the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and Arts Council England.
RECRUITMENT PACK - TRAINEE PRODUCER
The Empty Space and Dance City are seeking a Trainee Producer to work alongside our team of Associate Producers and a cohort of ten North East based theatre and dance companies to develop new work, build audiences, and expand national touring networks. Whilst the Trainee will work across theatre and dance there will be a focus on developing knowledge and experience of the independent dance sector. 
Background

The Empty Space exists to encourage and support a thriving independent theatre sector. We believe that independent artists and small companies are an essential element of a vibrant theatre ecology and so we do all we can to help create conditions in which artists can flourish.  Sometimes we provide artists with producers; sometimes we offer bursaries; sometimes we make introductions or offer mentoring; and sometimes we advocate for change at policy level. No two days are ever the same. We're based in Newcastle upon Tyne, at the wonderful Dance City, and whilst much of what we do has a focus on the North of England we also work with partners from across the UK on national projects.

Dance City is the dance development organization for the North East. We exist to promote dance for all through formal education, community outreach and classes and professional support and development.  We are based in the centre of Newcastle in a purpose-built building, with excellent facilities to support the sector in the region. 
Dance City has a mission to lead and support a thriving dance ecology in the North East of England. We deliver a programme of performance, classes and workshops, run a Centre for Advanced Training for aspiring and exceptionally talented young dancers and linking delivering formal education courses at BTEC, BA and MA level, coupled with a range of high impact professional development activities and community classes. 
This partnership reflects a shared priority to support the region’s dance and theatre artists to develop sustainable business models and artistic programmes.
There is a groundswell of theatre and dance companies emerging in the North East of England that have the potential to delight and challenge audiences regionally, nationally and internationally. A major barrier to this is the lack of experienced producing capacity in the region.  THIS WAY UP has been designed to address the lack of producing capacity in order to ensure that artists in the region have the greatest possible chance to achieve their potential. The programme will provide ten North East based theatre and dance companies with two years of dedicated producing support by pairing each artist with an Associate Producer. This support will include developing the company’s work, audiences and touring networks and will have a particular focus on national touring. The Associate Producers have been recruited primarily from outside the North East and the Trainee Producer role has been created specifically to develop the producing capacity within the region – applicants will therefore be required to demonstrate their commitment to the North East.
Job Description

The Trainee Producer will work alongside the Directors of The Empty Space and Dance City and Sarah Shead (This Way Up Associate Producer and Director of Spin Arts). The role is a freelance post for nineteen months, based on half time working for seventeen months and full time working for two months (August 2014 and August 2015). Working hours will be flexible to meet the fluctuating demands of the role and to respond to the Trainee’s other work.
The role comprises three main elements:

Providing producing support for choreographers Joelene English and Anthony Lo Guidice under the mentorship of Sarah Shead.
Providing administrative support across all This Way Up artists and the core programme including two national symposia on independent producing.
Supporting the delivery of the Total Theatre Awards in Edinburgh in August 2014 and August 2015 (applicants must be available to be based in Edinburgh for the whole of August 2015 and 2015 – accommodation will be provided).
Person specification

Essential qualities and experience
· A passion and dedication to supporting, nurturing & developing artistic talent.

· A commitment to collaborating with Artists and Companies in the independent sector in the North East
· At least 1 years experience of working in the Arts.

· Some experience of producing theatre or dance.
· Excellent administrative skills.

· Excellent communication skills
· Patience and good humour.

· Ability to work under pressure and ability to deliver to deadlines.

· Good use of Word and Excel.

· Some knowledge of the dance or theatre sectors in the North East
· A strong desire to learn
Desirable qualities and experience
· Basic understanding of arts marketing.
· Experience of budget management
Fee

The total fee for the contract is £12,500. The post is offered on a freelance basis and the post holder will be responsible for their own tax and national insurance.
Applications

If you are interested in applying please submit a covering letter and CV to nataliequerol@theemptyspace.org.uk. The covering letter should address the following key areas:

· Your producing experience
· What you would bring to the role 

· Your interest in the programme
· The kind of performance that excites you

· Your commitment to the North East
Closing date for applications:

10am Monday 28th April
Interviews:

Interviews will be held at Dance City on Friday 2nd May.
Potential applicants are welcome to have an informal chat with Natalie Querol, Director, The Empty Space about this post.  Please email nataliequerol@theemptyspace.org.uk to arrange this.
Perfromance:
Joelene English, one of the choreographers with whom the Trainee Producer will be working has a performance of her new piece, February 11th 1963 at Dance City on Thursday 24th April, 7.30pm. We recommend seeing the show if at all possible as it is an opportunity to gain an insight into Joelene’s work. For tickets and information so to www.dancecity.co.uk.

www.theemptyspace.org.uk
www.dancecity.co.uk
